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Eastern Shore Soil & Water Conservation District = promoting locally led conservation
22545 Center Parkway = Accomac, VA 23301 - (757)787-0918

State Envirothon Founded by
Eastern Shore SWCD

The Eastern Shore Soil and
Water Conservation District
(ESSWCD) has been a leader in
environmental education since its
first meeting on January 4, 1946.
The mission statement is to
“Develop leadership in natural
resource conservation on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia
through technical assistance,
education, the promotion of co-
operative programs and meeting
the needs of divetse clients”.
Long before the 2000 mandate
of providing a “meaningful wa-
tershed experience” to all stu-
dents and Richard Louv’s 2005
book “Last Child in the Woods”,
ESSWCD has been involved in
educating the general public, in-
cluding our children, on ways to
help conserve the Shore’s unique
and valuable natural resources.

In the early 19807, the Dis-
trict hired its first Education Di-
rectot, Billie Lou Fitzgerald. She
introduced the District to many
environmental education pro-
grams that were being conducted
in other conservation districts
actoss the Nation including
teacher training, the Conserva-
tion Poster Contest for all school
age children and the Envirothon.
Originally called the Environ-
mental Olympics, the Envi-
rothon was established by one
Pennsylvanian county in 1979.

It is a hands-on, outdoor
educational program which today
is an international competition
reaching over 500,000 high
school students nationally.
Envirothon teams consist of five
members and up to two alter-
nates. Throughout the year each
team develops their skills in the
following disciplines: Aquatics,
Forestry, Soils, Wildlife and a
team oral presentation (on an
environmental issue that varies
every yeatr). During their train-
ing and studies, they often re-
ceive help from their Soil and
Water District along with envi-
ronmental leaders such as pro-
fessional foresters, soil scientists,
and wildlife experts.

In 1992, with the help of
Robin Rich-Coates (an
ESSWCD Director), Sally
Richardson (Northampton High
science teacher), and Billie con-
vinced local schools to create
teams and support the program.
They found financial support
from the Joy Foundation for
Ecological Education and Re-
search, Chincoteague, VA. In
1993  Arcadia, Chincoteague,
Nandua and Northampton par-
ticipated in the first Envirothon
competition in Virginia. Billie
had experts from the Virginia

Institute of Marine
continued on page 2.

' “ign-up now for State Cost-share $9$!

Starting July 15, 2010 through August 31, 2010 we are accepting sign-up for Cover Crop. Come
in the office to discuss the FY2011 Nutrient Management Planning, Conservation Tillage, Record

-Keeping and Animal Waste Facility programs.

2010 Conservation
Poster Contest Winners!

HABITS

HEALTHY

g - HABITATS l

5

B

Avreigh Becton, Ist Place
Grades 2-3, Shore Christian Academy

Michael Thomas, 1st Place
Grades 7-9, Northampton High

Natashia Joynes, Ist Place
Grades 10-12, Northamprton High
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continued from page 1...

Envirothon Founded

...Science, Dept. of Forestry-Accomac Of-
fice, Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge,
Eastern Shotre Soil and Water and USDA
Soil Conservation Service help with the
training and testing of the teams. This first
District training and competition was held
at Kiptopeke State Park on April 28 and
May 13 respectively. Northampton won the
competition and went to the National Com-
petition at Niagara Falls where they took
first place for the rookie teams.

In 1994 other teams in the Tidewater
Area (Area VI) entered the competition.
Northampton High had won first place,
with Nandua placing second, in our District
competition but Nandua Nature Nurturers
(N3) placed 1st in the Area competition and
thus represented Virginia at the National
level. This resulted in Virginia changing
their tules in 1995 so that only one team
from each district could compete at the area
competition.  Billie served as the Envi-
rothon Coordinator and contact person for

Virginia. She was called on to help with the
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1995 State Competition arrangements at
Douthat State Park near Clifton Forge on
May 24, the first true state competition.

The Eastern Shore SWCD has te-
mained a leader in this program. The cur-
rent Education Ditectot, Tamsey Ellis, has
been the author of three of the last four
special issues. This yeat’s special topic was
“Groundwater Protection thtough Agticul-
tural, Urban and Environmental Planning”.
Northampton County was used for the
background information. From this small
grassroots beginning of four local schools
and three determined women on the East-
ern Shore, all 47 Virginia Soil and Water
Conservation Districts now participate in
the State Envirothon. It should be noted
that the 21st annual Fastern Shore Envi-
rothon held on April 12, 2010, ended with
Northampton taking first place. Nandua

2nd and Arcadia placing 3rd. The North-
ampton team advanced to the State compe-
tition in Wirtz, VA at the Skelton 4-H Cen-
ter on Smith Mountain Lake, May 16-17,

2010. In the statewide competition,
continued on page 3...

Pictured below is a group picture of the outstanding 2010 high school Envirothon teams on the Shore. Can you find
someone you know?

Environmental Education Council Awarded
Resource Conservation and Development awarded the Environmental Education

Council *Outstanding Supporting Group™.
half of the EE Council at an awards banquet in Smithfield. VA on April 28, 2010.

Tamsey Ellis accepted the plaque on be-

2010 Conservation -
Poster Winners! '
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Victoria Spence, 2nd Place
Grades K-1, Shore Christian Academy
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Darby Lunger, 2nd Place
Grades 2-3, Broadwater Academy
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Derrick Stratton, Znd Place
Grades 7-9, Northampton High
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Elizabeth Marshall, Znd Place
Grades 10-12, Northampron High
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Ann Davis, 3rd Place John Casey Wescoat, 3rd Place Charlotte Olmstead, 3rd place
Grades 2-3, Broadwater Academy Grades 4-6, Broadwater Academy Grades 7-9, Nandua Middle
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Ryan Romano, 3rd Place
Grades K-1, Broadwater Acad.
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Annie Jones, 3rd place
Grades 10-12, Broadwater Academy

Pictured lefi: The Northangpion Envirothon team taking the Wilkdlife partion of the excam during
the State competition. Pictured from kft to right: Kendall Consbs, Mitra English, Kelsie
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nmi Wejung, 4th Place Burkbard, Jason Floyd. Jessica Lee not shown. =
ades K-1, Broadwater Acad. | .. = . Adpage 2 HABITS “ ‘l-l.t\\BIT.t\TS
1 State Envirothon Founded - """\ v 4
. il - Northampton High placed 3rd in the Oral Presentation and 7th in ! /
the State Overall category. Congratulations, Northampton! A %)

Jamestown High School representing Williamsburg-James
City County andsponsoted by Colonial Soil and Water
Conservation District placed first overall and will be representing
Virginia in the Canon National Envirothon. This will be held in
Fresno, CA August 1-7, 2010.

If you are interested in joining or learning more about the
Envirothon team at your high school, discuss it with your science
: teacher or contact the District at (757)787-0918 x129. Fot mote | Whitney Knapp, 4th Place
. . Jinformation on this program, go to www.vaswcd.org.m Cradce [0 DeoaimuienAogdemy
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Kartlynn Parkes, 4th Place
Grades 2-3, Broadwater Academ

2010 Envirothon T-shirt ’\

Pictured right:

Carol Payne, art
teacher of Chinco-
teagne High with
Steven Chesson

and the 2010 :
Enuvirothon T—.fl%ﬁ:" -
be designed. He
was awarded §50
for bis artwork.
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Leah Fluhart, 4th Place Lidia Arreala, 4th Place
Grades 4-6, Shore Christian Academy Grades 7-9, Nandua Middle
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N [ANTRSTF- (o o Te M=TTTI (s [1g{e MeT oIt le [ CELICEMN The ESSWCD Celebrates
Soil and Water’s New Location Arbor Day 2010

The Eastern Shore Marketing | ; = On Saturday, April 24, 2010 the ESSWCD cele-
Cooperative took part in the S il X Il brated Arbor Day at two locations, the ESCC in
groundbreaking ceremony 3 i\ e B  Melfa, VA and the Old Courthouse Green in East-
held by the Virginia Dept of ‘ ) ville, VA. Over 3,000 native seedlings were given to
Agriculture and Consumer : visitors. In addition to adding beauty to the land-
Services to announce the new [ & o scape, these plants should help improve the Eastern
Robert S. Bloxom Eastern : R Shore’s air and water quality while providing food and
Shore Seafood Market. The : __ i shelter for our wildlife and migtatory birds.
groundbreaking was held by | Special thanks go to the following: The ES
May 5, 2010 at 10:00AM next : Il Nurseryman’s Association, The ES Master Naturalist
to the Farmer’s Market on ™ el : Chapter, and the Department of Fotestry (DOEF).
f\jrport RD J:rl Melfa_,. VA. Pl AR AT Nt The ES Nurseryrpan’s Association consisting of the
Ihe Eastern Shore Soil and  presigens of the Eastern Shore Marketing following nurseties, Accomack Nursery, EHastern
Water Conservation District Cooperative and Conservation Specialist Shote Nutsety, David’s Nursery, Hermitage Farm,
will be relocating to their new ¢/ the District (far lefo). is helping Gover- [y S EentgRY Ivy Farms and Tankards Nutsery, donated
R 5 : nor McDonald (far right) break ground for : ;
bUﬂdmg also bﬂﬂg built next the Robert S. Bloxom ES Seafood Market. over 300 prime nursery stock for door prizes. The
to the Farmers® Market office — Master Naturalists aided the District in handing out
building. The new ESSWCD [ - the seedlings, provided information on the benefits of
building 1s scheduled to be & sida SoE ol the different plants and helped people make the right
completed June 2011. A ) A il - choice for their site. The DOF helped pick up the
o o ¥ nursery donations and also assisted in handing out the
; e e B seedlings on the day of the event. The ESSWCD ap-
f; '(‘,:I"“"‘a”j:‘”: D?: i:’ ot preciates the response we had from the general public
and the organizations listed for their help in making
B e B b — e e this Arbor Day a great success.

The Shore Conserver is published quatterly by the Eastern Shore SWCD to provide information to land users. The District normally meets
monthly on the se B : a LA The public is welcome to attend.
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